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THE A+ TEAM We crunched
data on more than 1,740 Chi-
cago-area public elementary and
middle schools 1o name 1the 115

best. We also compiled a list of 25 topflight private
schools. by Dennds Rodkin and Amy Raines

10 BEEN UP SO LONG, LOOKS
LIKE DOWN TO ME Slower sales,
flattening prices its not as bleak as it sounds, Our
annual housing-prices survey reveals a new state of
(hicago real estate: reality. by Dennis Rodkin

10 THE STRANGE CASE OF THE
DENTIST AND THE PIMPS Gary
Kimmel had it all: thriving dental practice, beautiful
family, deluxe condo, snazzy cars. Then the FBI
made some startling allegations. by Bryan Smith

112 VITAL SIGNS 1nspired b the glits o
Broadway. one wvmigrant ithaminated

Chicago’s owi theatre scene, 't

later, his great-grandson shode some Lo
brilliant history of the White Wi Sign connpin
from bivth 1o bulbe. T donpite !

118 TREASURE HUNTER A1 Archi
tectural Artitacis, hus rambling store in

Ravenswood. Staart Grannen vons s holieaion bisi
ness selling antiques. fragments of huildiog el

weird stufl. hy Marcia Froelke Cobim

12 AT HOME: RE-WRIGHT When an

Oak Park couple bouglht the 100 vem
old Frank Lloyd Wright house thev had Jong
ed, the Chicago architect John Vinei helped right
the wrongs. by Christine Newniarn
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We crunched data from rore
than | /00 public elementary
anclhimddle schools in the
Chicago area —evalualing every
thing frorn average class iz
to expeniditures per student to
Slandardized test results- and
picked the 115 best. We also
nterviewed education expert:
to come up with 25 private
schools deserving high rmiaris

EY DENNIES RODKIN
AND AMY RAINEY
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On the first day of school every year, fifth-
grade teacher Peter Sompolski walks to
the chalkboard in his classroom at Brook
Forest Elementary School in Oak Brook
and makes the same dumb mistake.

He adds three and three and gets nine.

Then 1look around.” b
sive. "Did 1 get shot dowin. did
the world come 1o anend? No
¥V oonadde aommstake. and nothing
h.'{p;"-‘ ned, Sa then s eveny
body elsee furn o come up to
the board and make a mistake

One by one, cach child in

the room gets a chanee to com-
mit & mistake in front of every-

onie else, Theres hesitance, fol-

lowed by silliness, but soon the

message is abundantly clear:
room 204, Mr. Sompolski’s

$2 (uiraco OCTOBER 2006

class, is o place where e O}
and even encouraged. 1o go
You'll ]
making many iore mistabes
this vear” he tells the kid:

the wrong answe

Thats bow were vone
fearn. Ifyou will not fed yourseli
make mistakes. vou wont be
able to learn’

Sompolski’s matl stunt is

Just one momeitt 0 sehool

vear that is filled vwith chances
1o learn—and to leam how to
learn. “Those teachers are ad-

yvorates for our childreny, all thie
wity, says Kim Rosas. a mothet
ol two students at Brook Ko
esl. By encouraging children to
tuike mistakes. tricking them
o learing US. geography
when they think theyre jusi
talking football. and even lot
ling them camp out in his
backvard. Sompolski is nour-
ishing not only children’s
birains but their characte:
their entire selves

That approach, known in

school circles as the “whole
child” view, is a key piece of the
all-around educational success
that puts Brook Forest, Oak
Brook’s only elementary school
in the top ranks of Chicago mag:
azine’s first-ever list of the 115
best public schools in the region.

We tunneled into a moun-
tain of data on the more than
1,740 public elementary, mid-
dle, and junior high schools in
Chicago, the rest of Cook
County, and the five surround-
ing counties, hunting for all-
around 1op performers. And
we found them. Kids learn wel
and achieve on standardized
tests at these schools, but that
not enough. The top schools &!
s0 serve parents and teachers
well: class sizes are small but
most budgets aren’t huge;
teachers are largely veterans
and can count on a respectabl
salary that stokes their cows
mitment. It's not an easy set o
balls for school admmistrator
to juggle, but some manage th
trick nicely.

Tn the chart on pages 94 1o
101. we Tist the top schools in
Chicago and each of the coun
ties as selected by Chicago
miagazine based on data from
all public schools” 2006 repait
cards from the Ihnois Stal
Hoard uf Education. Sepaals |
wieve identified 26 of the bes
privade elementary schools i
the region (see page 146). has
on miormation provided by 1l
individual sehools. (See page !
{or an explanation of the datn
used to compile the charts.

Schouls are configured il
terently avound the region, an
their programs and resources
vary widely. The top city sche
on our chart-- Lenart, Decatu
Yodison, and Keller - are spe-
cialty campuses, enclaves of i
tensive learning for superbrig
kids drawn from all over the
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city, but these schools spend the -Ii:.l o " - || -
same $6.,023 per pupil as all the R Yol
cily's 476 other clernentary ity Fhues il
schools: Brook Forest, by con- el 4y i
Crast draws childien of all abili- . i
1y levels from a wide swath of i : ', :
small, tony Oak Brook (some red Cn i )
children on the edges of the " L
suburb go to schools in other |.|I‘I.:' iy R
) | N

owns), but it’s in a district that
‘pends a generous $9,440 per

pupil, the most for any district i e
1 | i f
0 our chart. Every student at I 1 .I ; | '
[ enart, the prestigious South il it
comrd el eny (w1 1t

Side magnet school, meets or
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| Puhlic Schonls:
' 1) Lenart Elementary Regional Gifted Center
} 2) Decatusr Classical Elementary Schoo!

3) Edison Elementary Regional Gifted Cente
’ 4) Keller Elementary Gifted Magnet School

5) Edgebrook Elementary School

8) Oriote Park Elementary School
10) Pue Elementary Classical Schoo!

12) Skinner Elementary School
13) Lincoln Elementary School

16) Wildwood Elementary School
17) Bell Elementary School

19) Blaine Elementary School

21) Sauganash Elementary Schoot
22) Garvy, J., Elementary School
23) Ebinger Elementary School
24) Beaubien Elementary Schoot

26) Canty Elementary Schoc)

27) Burley Elementary Schoo}

28) Norwood Park Elementary Schoo!
29) Solomon Elementary School

30) Washingtor, G., Elementary Schooi

Wil

f 94
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6) McDade Elementary Classical School
7) Hawthorne Elementary Scholastic Academy

9) Jacksor, A., Elementary Language Academy

1) LaSalle Elementary Language Academy

14) Sheridan Elementary Math & Science Acad.
15) Murray Elementary Language Academy

18) Thorp, 0. A., Elementary Scholastic Acad

20) Frankiin Elementary Fine Arts Centel

25) Stone Elementary Scholastic Acaderny

District Name

City of Chicago School District 2¢
! City of Chicago School District 2

City of Chicago School District 2¢
+ Lty of Chicago School District 2¢
City of Chicago Schoo! District 2¢
City of Chicago School Distrct 2¢
City of Chicago Scheol District 25
City of Chicago School District 2¢
City of Chicago School Distnct 7¢
City of Chicago School District ¢
Gity of Chicago Schoot District 25
City of Chicago School District 2¢
City of Chicago School District 2¢
City of Chicago School District 2
City of Chicago School District 2
City of Chicago School District 2¢
City of Chicago Schoo! District 2¢
City of Chicago School District 2¢
City of Chicago School District 2
City of Chicago School District 2¢
City of Chicago School District 2!
City of Chicaga School Distnict 2
City of Chicago School District 2
City of Chicago School District 2!
City of Chicago School District 2
Ctty of Chicage School District ?
City of Chicago School District 2
Cily of Chicago School District 2
City of Chicago School District 2
City of Chicago School District 2

exceeds state goals on stan-
dardized tests not a surprise
given ils prerogative to enroll
anly the hrightest. At Brook
Forest. about 94 percent of si
dents nect or exeecd stan
davds: that's an impressive fi
ure when vou consider that th
fest takers have o broades
range of aeadeniic ahilite:
than those at 1enart

Fhe charts show how
schiools compare nurmericall
but that alone is too reduetiont
awan oview then. Like ohil-
tren. sehiools have ANy N
merital sunilarties, but they o

also glorioushy individual. e

one’s personality a manifesia
tion of its unigue circumstanc
‘The real differences lie noi
only in the data but in the wa
the different schools attend L
cach child’s needs. Is Brook
Yorest better because 1t spenc
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320
300
23
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305

more money and educates

verybody? Well, can you

(uantify the extra layers of

B

265
225
380
207

worldly education Lenart kids

sel by growing up in an urban

mix instead of a securely subur-

ban life? Or Lenart’s providing

1 setting where smart kids
don't feel isolated by their intel
lectual gifts? Is the fact that an
0Oak Brook child will spend
kindergarten through eighth
arades with the sarne 40 or 50
classmates a plus or a minus?
‘There are muftiple factors
that go into making a school a
place where powerful learning
can happen,” says Richard

Streedain, a professor of educa-

tional leadership at National-
Louis University and a school
principal for 25 years in West-
mont, West Chicago, and Win-
netka. He says the single best
indicator of school quality may
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285
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300
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267
310
185
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260
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*For an explanation, see "How We Ranked Them,’ page 93.

$61.178
61178
361,178
$6L178
$61178
$61178
$61.178
$61178
$61,178
$6L178
$61.178
$61.178
$61.178
$61178
$61,178
$61178
$61,178
361178
$61.178
$61178
$61,178
$61.178
$61,178
$61.178
$61.178
$61178
$61178
$61.178
$61.178
$61.178

. Edgebrook: .

Spending
per
Studemt*

2005 School Camposite %
Meets/Exceed

reading, math. and science)

817

813

6

774

772
771
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be an institulional commit-
ment o deal with the whole
child. *When small ehiidren

Public Schools:

District Name

1) Spring Avenue Elementary School ' La Grange School District 105 (South) L3 Grange
sy, 'Hike iy teachey” they're 2) Wescott Elementary School Northbrook/Glenview School District 30 ' Notthbrook
saving, ‘The teacher is address- 3) Wood Oaks Junior High Schoo! Northbrook Elementary Schiool Dist. 27 Northbraok
ing iy social, emotional, gm E‘:T‘esf:aw 85:::;’ | :Mhbfﬁbk Elementary chgol Dist. 27  Northibrook

= Co, (i S o e Josept Sears enitworth Schoo! District ! Kenlworth

moral, ethical, g e {l"“”_”al 6) Maple School Northbrook/Gleswiew School District 30 Northbrook
needs.” he explains. ““The day 7) Middlefork Primary Schoal Sunset Ridge School District 29 Northfield

goes pretty fast, and 1 Heel im- 8) Shahones Schoal Northbrook Elernentary School Dist. 27 Northbrook
portant in my classyoony,” 9) Willowbrook Elementary School Northbrook/Glenview School District 30 Glenview
"W sbe all pirt of the puz: 10) Sunset Ridge Elementary School * Sunset Ridge School Distict 29 Nortfied

7le for thé suceess of that child> 11) Hickory Point Elementary Schoof . Northbrook Elementary Schaol Dist. 27 Northbroak

12) Westmoor Elementary School Northbrook School District 28 Northbiook
Sompolski says. “1f we don't 13) Northbrook Junior High School Northbrook Schoo! District 28 Northbrook
hawe the parents, the teacher 14) Hodgkins Elemertary School ' La Grange School District 105 (South) ! Hodgkiris
aric the child working together, 15) Crow Island Elementary School Winnetka School District 36 Winnetia
e et b chidtioss ™ 16) Greenbriar Elementary School . Northbrook School District 28 Northbrook

Lo : i 17) Greeley Elementary School ~ Winnetka School District 36 Winnetka
'ﬁ _rm_\-‘mund simplistic, bt 18) Carleton W, Washbume School Wt Sl Sibict 36 Wi
building that three-legged stool 10 puphard Woods Elementary School Winnetka School District 36 Winneth
takes « certain amount of craft 20) Meadowbrook Elementary School Northbrook School District 28 Warthbrook
and attention 1o detail. One 21) Henry Winkelman Elementary School West Northfield School District 31 Glemview
Bravk Forest pavent saw how it 22) The Skoliiz School Winnetha School District 36 | Winaties
happ(-m e Ty ey 23) Horace Mann Elementary School 0ak Park Elementary School District 97 i Oak Park
J 24) South Elementary Schoot Glencoe School District 35 Glencos
gradey was slow to grasp read- 25) Hollywood Elementary School Riverside School District 96 Brookfield
ing. Theschools reading spe- 26) Pleasantdale Elementary School Pleasantdale School District 107 La Grange
eialict puted Hin into o ckitls 27} Highlands Middle School La Grange Highlands School District 106 b2 Grangs
oty and ureed his moni Lo 28) Blythe Park Elementary Schooi Riverside Schiool District 96 Riverside
NGRS L 29) Field Schoo! West Northfield School District 31 Narlhbrack
B ke ch i 30) Witlard Elementary Schoo! Bvanstori € C School District 65 Fuanston
they wire doing e lessone sa 1
conntled sk it e vhis moth

ersavs [Hearoed things ke

pitting lis lingee under certain

ks T read the dine, and how J ‘ bl
o bk apesy lables™ by Lap - .
AT Wuumwmmepmm Ause they value learning. 50 you can figure that giving the
¥ i 10 ativance their o=vn education wiil pay off in the classroom. That's being proved st Nort
maﬂmmmﬁWMmmP tap 20 &n our urtty civart. in bath dis
teohions s & major thrust. “We beleve fundarmentally trat if you re better educated. you re
L education to children i the classroam ™ says David Kroaze, supenntendent at District 27 75
: .Mhmmumumammmmw\mnw, am constantly teaming
» mmamﬂﬂmnmnm[‘#ﬂnﬂ 27 in nortty
- peroent of its atvwal budget 10 professional developrent far teachers, arcording t
‘rabls local districts all spend less than 2 porcent. In the past Bive years. the district b
dousiopment days for teachers from fowr (which is typocal of comparable distn m.' 5

PN e on L srrn foy eacl

W daelianes ¢ I.l-'l!l|i_'.' e word

o pete i abeve his prade

Leverd, pecordingg o has room

prafessional
Mlmma!hﬂbhm s pducation level in an urusual way In essence, toa

b l|'|:_ land Park, whes

. § hit a pay colling At ten yoars. The aim is to oncourage all teachers to upgr
SEVETI SR AL IRkt . dogrees ﬂmhwmﬂmdmmmwwrmn'rmmttm 5 te

enn Dake County ehart Gamoiig | front. bringing 9 the best newy kdeas on how to get through to chidd:

ing. you il have stn g student learning.” aays Richard Streedain. of N

onty bachelor s

thangl that wies et 3 tctor

red in the 1op quartie on standardized math tosts
i from 1998 10 1999, that figure popgred into the m
ol District 30, pach taachar gets at least 2
. brm  ideas that tead the way.” says superintend
Incorporato ot citmeras. IMovias. and PDA note takm;

(he setevtion ), the mother of
one Braestde Scliool student
with learnimg ditheulties found
asunilar senge o 'l'i:,i'!l.l':'.k.]ii|'\
with the teachers When her Jorth B! District 27 847498 2610, www.northbrook?7 K12 Hus. Nosthbe

third grader couldn t get more . rstret 30 ki us

than two of fen spelling words

Q6 (T ALy QOCTORER 2006
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173

130
207

163
140

16.3
157

16.0
186
190
19.5

200
178
18.8

185
210

180
190

180

180

215
178
160
120
180

137
203

207
200
164

17.8
204
120
19.0

150

210

27
180
237
173
185
178
16.0
250
180
187
185
225
174
170
188

200
228

17.0

20

166
220

2.1

240

187

GRERE

:

439

119
470
31
108
324
3n

$66.438

178 | $65216
19 . $67685
149 $67.685
15.1 $63,603
178 $65.216
127 $62.091
149 $67685
178 | $65216
127 $62.091
149 | $67685
134 | $5959
133 134 $59,595
183 $66438
122 $59,855
134 $59,585
122 $59885
122 | $59,855
122 | $59.855
134 | $59595
144 $60.924
122 $59.855
43 | $60032
120 $65.967
139 $57.870
39 $56,494
140 $56485
139 $57870
144 $60.924
10 $63.032

Aug, Years Avg.
Teacher Teacher
Experience® Salary*

right three weeks in a row, she
recalls, “I went in and said, ‘He's
obviously not getting anything

out of these tests but a feeling of

defeat’ The answer wasn'l "Too
bad, he can’t keep up! it was
“What do you think would work
for him?” ” The eventual solu:
tion was to give him an abbrevi
ated list and a multiple-choice
test on which he would identify
the correct spelling, “The teach-
ers wanted to work with me to
work with him; they were will
ng to figure out a way to help
him succeed enough to make it
a meaningtul kind of test,” the
mother says.

Teaching the whole child
does not equate 1o coddling or
going soft; it’s recognizing that
young brains work best when
comfortable. Most schools are
far away from the old call-and-
response style of teaching,

et Meet
Student reading. math, and

$7.661
$9.004
$9.595

$8.785
$7408
$7103

" The A+ Team

2005 School Compaosite %
Excoed

Z 96.3
$7661 932
$9,595 919
$9.,585 91.8
$7661 209
$9.094 95.3

887
88.3
928
827
935
933
870
96.4
$8.785 917
$7103 94.8
$7103 946
$7103 94.1
$8785 894
$7185 883
$7103 928
$6,542 919
$6,556 95.1
$5.652 853
$6435 815
$6,041 939
$5652 946
$7.155 86.0
$6,521 876
where the teacher rattled off

facts and students gulped them
down just o ratile them back
later. Schools have come 10 v
derstand the fact that people
have many different styles of
learning; now theylake it as a
principle of their game plan.
That’s why when your third
grader studies the pioneers and
goes off to music class, music
from the pioneer era is on the
agenda, and why Sompolski
las an NFL geography gaine,
in which each student tracks
the record of one pro football
team, along the way learning
about the city the team calls
home. Walk into an elernentary
school today, and it’s not long
before you bappen across kids
making PowerPoint presenta-
tions, or using iMovie software
to create their own videos, or
even, as they do in some class-
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rooms in School District 30 in
Northhrook ind Glenview, tak-
ing notes on personal digital as-
sistants. It’s no secret that con-
temporary children are steeped
in techuology; using itin the
dassroom cuts both ways—it
enhances their tech skills at the
same fime that it puts them i a
familiar environiment,

“foday's best pedagogy puts
kids imto a lot of reaily powerful
learning experiences.”
Streedain says. “When you and
1 were in school, teachers just
lectured, and if we got it, we
got it. Now, if vou're struggling
with reading in frst or second
grade, but you know Aly
teacher hikes the way 1 play ball
and talks Lo nie about sports
and we can read ahoul sports]
you'te going to hang in there.”
Yven when kids are as bright
and as motivated Lo learn as
they are o1 Lenart, says JoAnna
Theodore, the principal. the
process of learning has to [
dymomie, “Hwe want to en
courage creativity, divergenl
thinking, and higher-level
thinking, we have to provide

the venues for | students | 1o do
that” she savs, "We hav

tesito them as much

WHI f‘ilul]:,'{;".:'l'.-.l'
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i (it i they are ey 1 3
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Public Schools;

1) Braeside Elementary School

2) Lincoln Elementary School

3) Laura B. Sprague School

4) Edgewood Middle School

5) Kitdeer Countryside Elementary Schoo!
6) Bannockburn Elementary School

7) Daniel Wright Junior High School

8) Half Day School

9} lvy Hall Elementary School

10} Raviniz Elementary Schoo!

11) North Barrington Elementary School
12) Cherokee Elementary School

13) Amett C. Lines Elementasy School
14) Prairie Elementary School

15) Wayne Thomas Elementary Schoo!

Public Schools:

1) Brook Forest Elementary School
2) Butler Junior High Schoo!

3) Gower West Elementary School
4) Walker School

5) Oak Elementary School

6) The Lane Elementary Schoof

7) Madison Elementary School

8) Prospect Elementary Schoo!

9) Monroe Eiementary School

10) Gower Mitidie Schoot

11) Clarendon Hills Middle Schooi
12) Meadow Glens Elementary School
13) J. T. Manning Elementary School
14) Edison Elementary School

15) Jackson Elementary Schoo

Lenart. they have 1o be able to
formulate their thoughts and
ke the nght decisions.
When she wirived aenart
s a teacher mthe mid- 1990«
thcodore recalls . "onr baedd

ball team conld vever win

s, aned the teacher wionild

OCTOEER 2006

District Name

Iorth Shote School District 112 Highland Park

" Morih Shore School District 112 Highland Park
Uncalnshire-Pratrieview Schoo! Dist 103 Lincojnshire
Horth Shore School District 112 Hightzid Park
Kildeer Countryside C € Sehool Dist 96 Long Grove
Bannockbum Schoof District 106 Bannockbun
Lincainshire-Prairieview School Dist. 103 Lincolnshne

Lincolnshire-Prairieview School Dist. 103 tmeolnshire
Kildear Gountryside G € Sehoot Dist 96
Norih Shore School District 112
Bartington € U Schiool District 220
Lake Forest School District 67
Barrington € U School District 220
Kildeer Countryside C £ School Disi. 96
North Shore School Distnict 112

Euffalo Growe
Highland Fark
Bartington
Lake Forest
Barrington
Buitalo Grove
Hiphland Farl

" Oak Brock
(ak Breok
Witlowbronk

. Clarenton Hifts

Butler Schoo! District 53
Butler Schoo! District 53
Gower School District 62
C C School District 181

€ C School District 181

C C School District 181

€ C School District 181

C C School District 181

C € School District 181
Gower School District 62

€ € School District 181
Mapervilie C U District 203
Westmiont C U School Distict 2010 Westmont
Elmhuist School District 205 Flmi
Ehntuirst Schogl Distnet 205 Elrviuss

say. Just show them your e

seores Bul §ithink woe wan! crillivale

these cinldren 10 be more well 1 of N

rounded” The sehool’s pornpon Jicks for their childie
sauad (from grades siy throngh i hen wind
first i the city kst il s rethe
eeorn] this veus ! |

crgdi ) was
vt g »
Lateuirbed, ey of o)

haols an the

arein relatively affl

where vou would figure the s

cnits caltivate a dive o bewr OETAIT T
canse thars whal sparke

their aven life suecesses. i pertine ]

parenis, too, need To keep lean | 1

g el bennrt and other seliood: o

like it the sehool vear is doiie wore,. Thedin

with seminars tor pareids on acliers nead 1o

SENG, or the sociad and oo ol course Brool, ¥ou

tional needs of the gitted ¢l giade teacher Elizahetl Soim

a complex topic you can’t i polski. wife of Peter Sompolsk

ways nail down on intuition = president of the loea

teachers anion, She acknowl

alone. Lenart’s Theodore ey
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The. Team

2005 School Compaosite %
Meets/Exceeds
(reading, math, and science)

Spending
r
Stident”

AVERAGE CLASS SIZE Total Pupil-

Schoal Teacher

Gradel Grade3 Grade®& Enroliment Ratio

K-5 210 160 157 286 155/1 143 $67.874 $7092 944 '

predl -5 220 180 180 277 155/1 143 $67.874 $7092 934

K-2 180 25 : . 495 166/1 139 $60.448 $6.651 9756

6-8 = s . 168 569 15.5/1 43 $67874 $7092 923

(-5 . 188 = 213 . 500 176/ 146 $64,330 $5518 9438 i I

K-8 100 20 140 125 189 117/1 141 $57,029 $7402 928 Al

5-8 239 834 166/1 139 $60,448 $6,651 936 ; {

3-4 2 223 : 367 16.6/1 139 $60448 $6.651 934 |

1-5 233 248 517 176/1 146 $64,330 $5.518 938 1

K-5 20 215 167 g 304 155/1 143 $67.874 $7.092 89.9 {4

K5 220 213 245 g 533 188/1 122 $62.709 $6,093 96.6 f ]"

K-4 190 228 215 - 425 14071 13 $57,675 $6.292 937 8

k-5 215 205 260 : 607 188/1 122 $62,709 $6.093 95.2 } i

1-5 - 215 187 364 176/1 146 $64.330 $5,518 933 {

K-5 187 197 203 361 155/1 143 $67,874 $7002 885 ! I ‘

| \

‘-5 15 160 190 : 289 1271 160 $67,121 $9,440 937 |
6-8 ; : 183 195 1271 160 $67.121 $9.440 926 |
pre-k - 4 190 214 210 497 160/1 185 $68,692 $6,560 923

K-~5 240 203 190 307 1791 138 $73.504 $6.064 97.2 |
K-5 225 200 203 351 1791 138 $73504 $6.064 96.7
K-5 197 217 187 358 179/1 138 $73.504 $6.064 96.2 |
K-8§ 770 230 233 399 17971 138 $73.504 $6.064 95.4
K-5 217 243 230 448 179/1 138 $73504 $6.064 95.3
pre k-5 180 20 260 . 467 17971 138 $73.504 $6.064 94.2

5-8 262 447 16.0/1 i85 $68,692 $6,560 89.1
6-8 - - 242 766 17.9/1 138 $73,504 $6.064 92.5

K5 235 75 223 599 202/1 15 $69.719 $5.671 95.0

pre-K - & 180 200 175 265 1611 159 $68.167 $6705 88.6

K-5 205 19.0 255 337 177/1 131 $66.647 $6.107 920

K-5 253 0.3 233 395 177/ 131 $66.647 $6107 91.8

dges that a major motivalor

or teachers is to feel integral to
ne machinery of edueation, oe

nd not Jike @ meve o, Wher & e - Lenart:
o eome to work and vou teel
cspeeted, vou want 10 do yous
est shie says, " You teel vatued:
on teel that sense of eopower

ment. And it cormes through in

hat you do in vour elassroon:”
alarvies iy the Oak Brook
<chool district, where Brook

arest s located . average
267,121, below those in nearby
districts in Hinsdale,
Naperville, and B Ridge. But
lass sizes and the ratio of stu
lents Lo teachers are notably
<maller in Oak Brook than in
those districts; clearly there’s
1 tradeoff teachers make.

The Sompolskis’ children go

‘o Naperville schools. “They

—
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| » Working & nofe
|

hoak st Braeside

1) Mitl Creek School | Geneva Comm. Unit School District 304 | Geneva
2) 1. B. Nelson Elementary School  Batavia Unit School District 101 | Batavia
3) Heartland Elerentary School Geneva Comm. Unit School District 304 | Geneva
4) Western Avenue Elementary School | Gereva Comm. Unit School District 304 ' Genava
5) Grace McWayne Elementary Schoo! | Batavia Unit School District 101 | Batavia
L o “ 6) Couitrap Elernentary School Geneva Comm. Unit School District 304 . Geneva
| 7) Alice Gustafson Elementary School ! Batavia Unit School District 101 Batavia
-— 8)H. C. Storm Elementary School " Batavia Unit School District 101 Batavia
. 7 9) Lily Lake Elementary School | Central Comm. Unit School District 301 Maple Park
10) Hoover Wood Elementary Schoo! . Batavia Unit School District 101 Batavia
have outstanding teachers and
Syl et motidr ey 1) Reed-Custer Primary School Reed Custer C U School District 255U Custer Park
But because of the school’s size, 2) Milne Grove Elementary School " Lockport Schoot District 91 | iakien
they can't get the same feeling 3) Reed-Custer intermediate School | Reed Custer C U School District 255U Braidwood
we have” at Brook Forest, which 4) Eisenhower Elementary School | Joliet Public School District 86 Jotiet
is a little more than half the size 5) Green Garden Elementary School Peotone C U School District 207U  Frankfort
A ) 6) Kelvin Grove Junior High School Lockport School District 91 | Lockport
B (‘hlldréns SChOOl.' e g 7) Grand Prairle Elementary School : Frankfort C C School District 157C Frankfort
truly have this sense of knowing 8) Reed-Custer Middie Schoo! Reed Custer C U School District 255U Braidwood
the children and the parents 9) Pioneer Elementary School Valley View Cusd #3650 Bolingbrook
and working together closely 10) Chelsea Elementary Sehool | Frankfart C C School District 157C ! Franklort
with them. There are kids 1 !
haven't had in my dassroom ,
I e e e - 1L 1) Algonquin Rnar!_ Elementary School . Fox River Grove Cons School District 3 Fox River ‘vae
th(?,\: are and ho“: the_\r‘fv devel- ?)w‘ tak idﬂlil B MS;;:H m&,gjﬁmgﬁgm % ; Ev:fwooo
oping, It makes for an ideal 4) Three Oaks School | Gary € C School District 26 Cary
work situation for a teacher” 5) James C. Bush Elementary School Johnsburg € Y School District 12 Johnsbisg

Public Schools:

District Name

FECIN o sl o o el R ST T A AR NN

Brook Forest parent Kim
Rosas echoes that impression:
“Its a pretty intimate environ-

| i..ih-lllll

ment, she says, “The simall class
size has been a hallmark of our a0
sehool district” For stadents as e ® ®
well as teachers and parents, she '
Teachers ate the fundamental educational resource in 2ny school, but at Spring Avenus Elementary Schoo in L8
Grange. studertts and parents pitch in, oo Kindergartners help fcach mmmsumm
mike up words, The children partner up and coag heamamfhmughrew’md (sounds. &
plams Elizabath Webit Poterman, the schoal principat. “In the ald days, the Yeather would do Ak, ah, ah; ay. ay. |
ay! " she says. “The kids were just repeating it and you haped they were apglying it"Now, ted by their teacher,
Spring Avenue’s K-Pals. as they re called. nudge each other to identity the ditfarent sounds “a” can make

Awriting consuitant, Poterman says, “{ would have said msmammummm '
are coaching one anather to the point of mastenng the concept™ in the process, some of tha learning has noth)
ing to do vith phonics: instead, it's about woriing together, problem solving, ctzenship.

Whan Celeste Pearson enrolled her san in kindergarten at Spring Avencus lest year she vanted to gt in
valved fnd wound up running an afterschool science pragram for kindergartnoes. It was a fogical place for the
Niduestern Univarsity science professar to put in her volunteer time, and one of a couple dozen =fterschooi prd
grams taught by Spring Avenue parents “It's not unusual atound here for parents to offer their expertisc to tha,
school” she says. “The v.oman acrass the street teaches art, and a man down the street teaches ceramics ™ Pedl
son taught kids to make shme out of water, Eimer's Giue, and borax. and had them mesasure the diffarent
Strengths of sunscreen on littte beads ket in the sun

The kids had fun. and school officials Lapped Pearson's sclentific knowladge for an unusual project: ve
new science textbooks. A committee of teachers had already narrowed the range of options to a few possibiliti
which they then hanced off to Pearson “l reviewed the textbooks for their scientific contant, whethar or nor thel
statements v/er correct science” she says. The book she choss vas adopted for use this school year. Peterme]
says parents with expertise in other academic realms may get the nod to do the same later.

says, "I budlds @ camaraderie that
you dom't see much anvmore”
It true thaf there 15 a luxu
ron smaliness, but noatter
hou hig the srhool is, the web
of refationships - -parcint ta
teacher, teacher 1o student,
school board to teacher — detes
niines how well the school sue-
ceeds at grooming children fo
success later in lite. “Thisis a
group process,” says Elizabeth
Webb Peterman, the principal
of La Grange’s Spring Avenue
School, the top-ranked elemen:
tary schiool on our Cook County
charl. “It takes every single per-
son in this building, district. Spring Aventic Elomentary School 708-482-2710, wwaw.edtine net/pages/Spring_Ave_Elementary. Schog
and community to make this La Grargge School District 105 708-482.2700 odline.net/pages/LaGrange_School District
school work” B —
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The ' Team

AVERAGE CLASS SIZE Spending 2005 School Composite %
Grades in School W it irade 3 Grade®  Enroliment stul;umr ..n.=m:'._ m :';lt”,

K-5 228 226 223 - 568 18.3/1 122 $58,396 $4,965 938
K-5 223 213 240 v 444 18.6/1 115 $60.945 $5140 509
K-5 237 190 213 - 479 18.3/1 12.2 $58.396 $4.965 92.7
K-5 203 230 233 - 490 18321 122 $58,396 $4,965 915
pre-K-5 190 218 283 - 572 186/1 115 $60.945 $5,140 893
K~5 170 190 267 - 473 1831 12.2 $58.396 $4.965 894
K-5 193 195 243 - 418 18.6/1 115 $60,945 $5.140 887
K-5 208 213 27 | . - 402 18671 115 $60.945 $5.140 885
K-5 170 170 195 - 218 | 171/1 134 $57,771 $4,998 874
K-5 235 200 225 - 570 186/1 115 $60,945 $5140 877
K-2 208 246 . | . 376 2001 176 $60,851 $6,394 91.2
K-3 207 183 247 - 247 17441 138 $51,693 $4,824 838
pre-K -5 - 248 - 446 20.0/1 17.6 $60,851 $6,394 820
1-5 . 197 245 . 218 | 2241 133 $49,066 $4,554 938
K-4 205 165 200 - 171 178/1 132 $44232 $4.353 922.7
4-8 » " - 213 407 1741 138 $51,693 $4,824 793
pre-K -3 252 253 244 - 888 I 19.0/1 114 $48,064 $3.938 889
6-8 . . ¥ 231 465 | 2001 176 $60,851 $6,394 760
pre-K -5 222 257 325 - 814 | 224 106 $52,662 $4,806 830
4-5 . 454 19071 114 $48.064 $3,938 837
preK-4 217 217 285 - 319 1731 137 $53.397 $4914 91.8
preK-2 203 226 i 568 23571 146 $56.260 $5,239 874
K-4 20.7 196 25.7 - 387 21.8/11 14.0 $58.607 $4,549 91.7
K-4 233 28 280 | 6§09 2181 140 $58.607 $4,549 88.7
3-4 . ] 243 ; 383 235/1 146 $56,260 $5,239 84.0

Private Schools: Aiming for Excellence

The Chicago area is
home to many outsiand
g privale Sohools b

because there are re

staniciand figres Dy W
Lo comuoare then, we
chose not to rate the
'Hbest. Re

Mterviewes educ ol

exnerls i the ares (o

compile alist of scheol
that are mighly recom
mendead and then sough
idditional data for the

chart (page 146} fron
the schools thermselves

Alphonsus Academy and
Center for the Arts 14139 W/
Wellington Ave., Chicago;
773-348-4629, www.alphonsus
academy.org
In addition to offering enrichment
classes such as dance and visual
art, Alphonsus integrates art into
every part of its core curriculum.

The Ancona School /70
S. Dorchester Ave., Chicago;
773-924-2356, waw.ancona
school.org
Founded as a racially integrated
schoat in the 1960s, Ancona uses
the Montessori method, which
promotes hands-on, self-directed
learning, for younger grades. while
older children learn in small in
structional groups.

Baker Demonstration School
201 Sheridan Rd.. Wilimatte; 847
9058-2240, www.baker.nl.ed
The school recently added = rew
media center and other amen
ties. Faculty members help train
future teachers through the
school's affiliation with National
Louis University.

Chicago Clty Day School
541 W. Hawthorne Place,
Chicago; 773-327-0500,
www.chicagocitydayschosl.omg
Rather than spend the day with
one teacher who covers all sub-
jects, even prekindergartners

learn from a variety of teachers
specializing in specific subjects

Chicago Jesult Academy

12 & Francisco Ave
Chicapo, 773 6318-6103

WYL ClaCadneimy.ong
The school day doesn't end at 2
p.m. for students at this fuli-schol
arship all-boys' school. They stick
around till six, participating in
extracurricular activities and at-
tending an evening study hall

Counclil Oak Montessori
School 11030 S, | cogweed

shicapo; 773 779-7606,

www councitoakmentessori.org
Following the Montessori
method, this Morgan Park school
teaches in three multiage groups
based on the theory that children
go through three stages of sociat
and intellectual development

Frances Xavier Warde
Schools Old 5t Palriclk’s
Carmnpus, 120 5. Desplaines
Ave., Chicago; Holy Name
Cathedial Campus, 751 N. State

St., Chicago, 312-466-0700,
www.frw.org
This downtown school gives
scholarships to 30 percent of st
dents 1 order to maintain a di
verse enroliment,

Francis W. Parker School
330 W. Webster Ave., Chicago
773-353-3000, www.fwpar ket org
Parker is the only independent
school in the city that has pre
kindergarten through 12th grade
irt one building, creating opportu
ritties for mentoring programis.

The Hyde Park Day Schools
1375 E. 60th St., Chicago,
877-477-5665; 1980 Old Willow
Rd., Northfield; 847-446-7075
veww.hpds.uchicago.edu
Designed for children with learn-
ing disabilities, the school aims to
return its students to mainstream
schools, a transition one-third
make within two years.

Immaculate Conception
School 1431 M. North Park
Ave.. (continued on page 146)
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
(continued from page 101)

Religious AURAOECLASE SRF S?ht:tlﬂ T'::g;:ler
Private Schoals AHiliation Grade 1 Grade 6 Enraliment Ratio
Alphonsus Acaderrry and Center for the Arts Catholic : Chicago pre-K-8 18 1 222 12.071
The Ancona School fnone | Chicago preK - 8 %5 16 260 9071
Baker Demonstration School | rone Wilmette pre-K -8 20* 16" 360 | 80/
Chicago City Day School none | Chicago peK-B 16 20 215 | 80/
Chicago Jesult Academy Catholic Chicago 5-6 - 10 40 57/1
Council Oak Montessori School none Chicago preK-8 18” 10* 80 | 1001
Frances Xavier Warde Schools Catholic Chicago pre-K-8 20 2% 720 | 1501
Francis W, Parker School none | Chicago preK-12 18 1648 5% | 90/
The Hyde Park Day Schools none ! Chicago/Northfield 1-8 10 10 85 5.0/1
immaculate Conception School Catholic | Chicago (North Park Ave.) peK-4 20 20° 210 10.0/1
Lake Forest Country Day School | rnone | Lake Forest pek-8 14 15 430 9.0/1
The Latin School of Chicago none Chicago preK-12 21 19 63 | 801
Morgan Park Academy fione | Chicago pre-K 12 1618 18 240 12.0/1
Narth Park Elementary School none Chicago K-8 20 20 180 | 15071
North Shore Country Day School none Winnetka preK-12 25" 18 286 9.0/1
PLALD, Acadeny none Chicago K-8 12° 20" 50 15,071
Providence-St. Mel School none Chicago K~12 16 18 365 17.0/1
Queen of the Rosary School Catholic Elk Grove Viliage pre-K -8 15 30" 315 21.01
Sacred Hoart School ;  Catholic Winnetka preK -8 18 2 317 15.0/1
Sacred Heart Schools at Sheridan Road Catholic | Chicago K-8 18-20* 18:20 650 85/1
St. Helen School | Catholic Chicago preK -8 25+ 25 215 23.0711
St. Therese Chinese Catholic School Catholic | Chicago preK-8 2 2 216 15.0/1
St. Zachary Catholic School Catholic | Des Plaines prek-8 12 16 155 | 16.0/1
Solomon Sehechter Day School Jewish Skokie/Northbrook K-5/K-8 15 15 980 10.0/1
University of Chicago Laboratory Schools none Chicago pre-K~12 22 17 1250 10.0/1

*These classrooms have mare than one instrucior, often a teacher and an assistear
North Park Elementary Queen of the Rosary School Catholic School
Fik Blvd 1 \ i 4

Reopened in 2002, immaculate
Coriception is adding one grade
each year untit 2010; the school
staffs each classroom with two
teachers to keep the student-
teacher ratio low.

Lake Forest Country Day
School |

The school has just completed

$18-nullion addition and technofc

gy upgrade (see story o1 page 94).
The Latin School of Chicago

Recognizing that some children
need more attentior and sorme
ieed more challenging work, 1
school adjusts the curniculurs for
each student's learning style
Morgan Park Academy

(

A challenging liberal arts curricu
lum I1s designed for average to su-
perior students; 100 percent of
graduates go on to college, the
school claims.
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School | \

Parents with specialized skills lend
their talents--three parents, an ai
chitect, a naturalist. and a con-
tractor, pitched in to create the
play lot—helping keep tuition low,
says principal Lynn Lawrence
North Shore Country
Day School

The school emphasizes the im
portance of community service.
third graders. for example, or-
ganized a fundraising concer|
fast year.

PL.A.LD. Academy

Offering two field trips per month
and yoga in gym class, PL A LD
(Positive Learning in an Atrmos-
phere of Individual Development)
combines hands-on learning with
a traditional textbook curricuium.
Providence—St. Mel School

The focus here is on preparing
students from the start for college
by placing a strong emphasis on
standardized test perforrmance.

s Catholic school created a tel
evision studio last year, allowing
older students to do weekly news
broadcasts.

Sacred Heart School

Sacred Heart part of the Archdio

cese of Chicago, says it maintai

a sense of camaraderie throug!

small classes and parent support
Sacred Heart Schools

at Sherkian Rd. ON

Pari of an association of inde
pendent Christian schools, Sacrec
Heart combines single-sex class
rooms with coed interaction 1 the
lunchroom and during afte:
school activities.

§t. Helen School
St. Helen prides itself on a di-
verse student body that is 40
percent Hispanic, 40 percent
Caucasian, 15 percent African
American, and 5 percent Asian
American.

St. Therese Chinese

St. Therese, located in Chinatowi
1s the only Catholic school in the
Midwest that teaches Cantonese
and Mandarin

St. Zachary Catholic Schoo

The school strives to halance fai
based curriculun with acaden
and to shape childrer's values 1
accordanice with the Catholic 511
says principal Cathy Deterrmani
Solomon Schechter Day
School of Metropolitan
Chicago 10 iun Re

tocusing ori Jewish heritage aric
tradition, the school says it seck
o mnstill positive vzlues in the
students.

University of Chicago
Laboratory Schools 1 1+

This rigorous institution, which a
tracts students from 65 different
ethnic backgrounds, receives top
notch resources from the Univer-
sity of Chicago. 1






